Trichuris odocoileus sp. n. (Nematoda: Trichuridae) from white-tailed deer, Odocoileus virginianus, in southeastern U.S., and a key to trichurids in North American ruminants.
A new species of Trichuris from the cecum of white-tailed deer, Odocoileus virginianus, from the southeastern United States, is characterized herein. Males had spicules 2.20 to 3.05 mm long with bluntly rounded tips, an ejaculatory duct equal to or slightly longer than the vas deferens, and a spinous spicular sheath with an expansion near its center. Females had a spinous vulva, usually not everted, a loop in the oviduct just before it opened into the uterus, and a slightly curved posterior portion. Trichuris odocoileus was differentiated from T. lani , a species described in Russia which is most like T. odocoileus, by 1) possessing a spicular sheath with a central expansion, 2) greater size with longer ejaculatory duct and vas deferens, 3) slightly larger eggs, and 4) the unique loop in the oviduct. Trichuris odocoileus constitutes the 6th species of Trichuris recovered from North American ruminants. A key is provided to facilitate differentiation of the six species.